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Makawao Union Church 
December 13, 2020 

The Third Sunday of Advent 

*Please stand in body or in spirit. 

Congregational responses are printed in bold. 

The Time of Preparation 

Aloha, Welcome and Announcements 

  Peace of Christ 

One:  May the Peace of Christ be with you 

Many:  And also be with you. 

One:  Now we invite you to greet and share with one another in a sign of 

God’s Peace. 

Prelude                         Prelude on an Irish Carol                   George Emlen 

Advent Call to Worship 

 

One:  Love. Everything begins with Love.   

Many: From the beginning of creation to the end of time, God’s 

Love colors everything.    

One: Love. Everything continues with Love.   

Many: From strangers across oceans to neighbors next door, God’s 

Love dwells in everything.   

One: Love. Everything ends with Love.    

Many: From the most challenging struggle to the most wondrous 

delight, God’s Love flows through everything.   

One: Love. Everything leans toward Love.   

Many: From the greatest ruler to the tiniest baby, God’s Love 

changes everything.    

One: Let us prepare the way for love and we will find Love shining in 

each and every breath that whispers: Emmanuel.   

 

*Hymn #118            Of the Parent’s Heart Begotten                

(See Next Page) 
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LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE                   

Reader 1: We have lit two candles—for hope and for peace. Today we 

light the third candle—the candle of Love. With this flame we signify 

the Love of God that surrounds and fills us at all times, but that we 

recognize in a special way in the Christmas story. There is no greater 

power than Love. It is stronger than rulers and empires, stronger than 

grief or despair, stronger even than death. We Love, because God Loves 

us. 

Reader 2:  Today we light the third candle of Advent. We kindle it with 

Love.  We ignite this flame in acknowledgement of the Love of God that 

surrounds and fills us at all times.  We know that there in our world 

today Love seems elusive.  Apathy and hate fill the airwaves and yet we 

are reminded that Jesus comes to remind us that God is Love. We 

believe that this Love is stronger than rulers and empires, stronger than 

grief or despair, stronger even than death. We believe this because we 

believe that God Loves us just because we are.  

Reader 1:  We light the candle of Love to symbolize the light that is 

always with us even when the sky is clouded over and we feel that we 

have lost our way.  Emmanuel is Love incarnate and is bringing the 

Light of Christ into our world and into our lives.  We light this candle to 

recommit our lives to Love this day. 

 

We Continue in Prayer 
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Loving God, we open ourselves to you this Advent season.  As these 

candles are lit, light our lives with your imagination. Show us the 

creative power of hope. Teach us the peace that comes from 

justice.  Magnify your love within us. Prepare our hearts to be 

transformed by you that we may always walk in the light of Christ.  Join 

us now as we offer this prayer, saying… 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 

We Hear the Good News 

Anthem                     Prepare the Way of the Lord                William Rowan 

Prepare the way of the Lord  

make straight His path,  

Every valley shall be exalted every hill made low;  

and the crooked shall be made straight  

and the rough places plain.  

And the glory of the Lord  

shall be revealed  

and all mankind shall see it together.  

(Isaiah 40:4-5) 
Scripture Readings   Isaiah 61:1-4; 8-11                 Judy Anderson 

61 The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; 

he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the 

brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; 
2 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our 

God; to comfort all who mourn; 3 to provide for those who mourn in Zion— to 

give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of 

righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 4 They shall build 

up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall 

repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. 
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8 For I the LORD love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully 

give them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
9 Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and their offspring 

among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are a people 

whom the LORD has blessed. 10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole 

being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of 

salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom 

decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11 For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in 

it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring 

up before all the nations. 

                  John 1:6-8; 19-28                             Judy Anderson  

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a 

witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself 

was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.  

19 This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites 

from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed and did not deny it, 

but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” 21 And they asked him, “What then? Are 

you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” 
22 Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who 

sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am the voice of one 

crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” as the 

prophet Isaiah said. 24 Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25 They asked 

him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, 

nor the prophet?” 26 John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you 

stands one whom you do not know, 27 the one who is coming after me; I am not 

worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 28 This took place in Bethany across 

the Jordan where John was baptizing. 

 

Sermon                                “Prepare….”                      Pastor Heather 

We Respond with Thanksgiving 

Centering into Our Communal Prayers 

                                      At Peace                                       John Turner 

      Prayers for All That Has Been Shared 

Stewardship Moment                                                               Joy Webster 
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*Hymn #115             The Baptist Shouts on Jordan’s Shore 
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We Go Out Into the World 

*Benediction 

*The Queen’s Prayer                     #580 

‘O kou aloha nō, Aia i ka lani 

A ‘o kou ‘oiā i‘o, He hemolele ho‘i. ‘Āmene. 
English Translation: 

Your loving mercy is as high as heaven and your truth so perfect. 

Postlude         Postlude on "Savior of the Nations, Come" 

Robert M. Thompson 
 

Music used by permission under CCLI License #1618251  

and One License #A-727799.  

 

 

Upcoming Events   

December 15    3:00 pm  Deacon’s Meeting - Zoom 

December 20    10:30 am  Worship via Zoom – Advent 4 

December 24    7:30 pm  Christmas Eve Service - Zoom 

                          

Mahalo to the following for their talents and service: 

 

To The Rev. Heather Mueller for being our supply Pastor. 

To Judy Anderson, Jay Slaughter and John Rowehl for our music.  

To Pat and Allan Shannon for lighting the third Advent Candle. 

To Judy Anderson for being our scripture reader this morning. 

To Joy Webster for providing our Stewardship Moment this morning. 

To Chris Kepler and Lewis Gamble for being our hosts today.  

To our Worship Tech and Design Team: David Fisher, Lewis Gamble,  

John Rowehl, Jay Slaughter, Chris Kepler and Bill Kepler. 


