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Makawao Union Church 
December 20, 2020 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

*Please stand in body or in spirit. 

Congregational responses are printed in bold. 

The Time of Preparation 

Aloha, Welcome and Announcements 

  Peace of Christ 

One:  May the Peace of Christ be with you 

Many:  And also be with you. 

One:  Now we invite you to greet and share with one another in a sign of 

God’s Peace. 

Prelude                                      Cantique                                      Lynn Trap 

Advent Call to Worship 

 

One:  We gather to worship with expectations:  God revealed in new and 

astonishing ways. 

Many: God comes to us in real time.  God comes to us in dreams. 

One:  Sometimes God’s presence is hard to take in –difficult to believe. 

Many: Oh God, we long to believe.  Help our unbelief! 

One:  God is present here. God is working in our midst. 

Many: Then our mouths are filled with laughter, our tongues shout 

out with joy! 

 

*Hymn #106           My Heart Sings Out with Joyful Praise                
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LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE                   

Reader 1:  On our Advent Journey we have lit three 

candles:  the first candle of Hope, the second candle 

of Peace and the third candle of Love.  By doing so, we are daring to 

express our longing for peace, for healing, and for the wellbeing of all 

creation. 

Reader 2: Today we light the fourth candle, the candle of Joy. In the 

Advent Season this is usually the easy one.  But we are in challenging 

times and many of our usual cues and expectations are changed.  These 

changes can, at times, push joy to the side.  But Joy is still there, like an 

underground spring that wells up within us.  It is also a choice, an 

attitude. Like a muscle, it needs to be exercised. So today we open 

ourselves to Joy, trusting that God has already planted it in us. All we 

need to do is give it care and offer it to share. 

Reader 1:  We light the candle of Joy to symbolize the Joy that is ours 

when we stay connected to the Spirit who is always sustaining us for the 

work of bringing the Light of Christ into the world. 

 

We Continue in Prayer 

Loving God, we open ourselves to you this Advent season.  As these 

candles are lit, light our lives with your imagination. Show us the 

creative power of hope. Teach us the peace that comes from 

justice.  Magnify your love within us. Prepare our hearts to be 

transformed by you that we may always walk in the light of Christ.  Join 

us now as we offer this prayer, saying… 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 

We Hear the Good News 
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Anthem                                        Magnificat                           Jeremy Rowan 

Molly Schad, soloist, and John Rowehl 

My soul doth magnify the Lord,  

and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.  

For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden.  

For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.  

For he that is mighty hath done great things,  

and holy is his name.  

And his mercy is on them that fear him  

from generation to generation. 

He hath showed strength with his arm.  

He hath scatter the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  

He hath put down the mighty from their seats,  

and exalted them of low degree.  

He hath filled the hungry with good things,  

and the rich he hath sent empty away.  

He hath holpen his servant, Israel.  

In remembrance of his mercy, as he spake to our fathers,  

to Abraham and his seed forever.  

(Luke 1:46-55) 

Scripture Readings   Romans 16:25-38              Martha-Lee Bohn 

 
25 Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and 

the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the 

mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26 but is now disclosed, and 

through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, 

according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the 

obedience of faith— 27 to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to 

whom be the glory forever! Amen.  

                    Luke 1:26-38                             Martha-Lee Bohn 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 

Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was 

Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he 

came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 
29 But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of 

greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, 
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for you have found favor with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in 

your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be 

great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will 

give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the 

house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 
34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?”  35 The 

angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 

the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will 

be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36 And now, your relative 

Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth 

month for her who was said to be barren. 37 For nothing will be 

impossible with God.” 38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the 

Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed 

from her. 
 

Sermon              “More blessed to receive?”                  Pastor Heather 

We Respond with Thanksgiving 

Centering into Our Communal Prayers 

                               Prière (Prayer)                            Théodore Salomé 

      Prayers for All That Has Been Shared 

Call to Offering                                                                    Pastor Heather 

*Hymn #123             Mary, Woman of the Promise 

(See Last Page) 

We Go Out Into the World 

*Benediction 

*The Queen’s Prayer                     #580 

‘O kou aloha nō, Aia i ka lani 

A ‘o kou ‘oiā i‘o, He hemolele ho‘i. ‘Āmene. 
English Translation: 

Your loving mercy is as high as heaven and your truth so perfect. 
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Postlude   Trumpet March on "Creator of the Stars at Night" 
Grimoaldo Macchia 

 

Music used by permission under CCLI License #1618251  

and One License #A-727799.  

 

Upcoming Events   

December 24    7:30 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service – Zoom 

December 27    10:30 am Worship via Zoom  

                          

Mahalo to the following for their talents and service: 

 

To The Rev. Heather Mueller for being our supply Pastor. 

To Molly Schad, soloist, Judy Anderson, Jay Slaughter and John 

Rowehl for our live music today.  

To Judi Anderson and Loretta Hughes for lighting the fourth Advent 

Candle this morning. 

To Martha-Lee Bohn for being our scripture reader this morning. 

To Chris Kepler and Lewis Gamble for being our hosts today.  

To our Worship Tech and Design Team: David Fisher, Lewis Gamble,  

John Rowehl, Jay Slaughter, Chris Kepler and Bill Kepler. 

 

 
 Please continue supporting MUC with your time, talents and 

treasures.   

 

To make a donation please visit our website at 

www.makawaounionchurch.org and look for the Donate button at 

the bottom of the screen or you can send your donations via US 

Postal service to our mailing address: 

 

Makawao Union Church 

PO Box 790071 

Paia, HI 96779 
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